DISCLAIMER: Approved by Co-Chairs, provisional until adopted by full Council

MINUTES OF THE PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING
Held at St Columba’s Newman Room on 4th November 2025 at 7.00pm

PRESENT: Fr William, Fr Peter, Deacon Lawrence, Pauline Rourke, Ann McCarthy, Amy O’Donnell, Eileen Irwin, Carol Ingram, Tim Moore, Sue Carr, Alicja Dale and Magdalena Bukowska.
	1.
	Opening Prayer

Fr William opened the meeting with a reflection by Pope Francis and a prayer. 

	2.
	Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Nuala Keegan, Sue McCarthy, Helen Connor and Carol Galvin.

	3.
	To receive and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd September 2025
The minutes were approved:

Proposed Eileen, seconded Magdalena. 

	4.
	Matters arising from the minutes. 

a) Item 4. Surplus vestments:  Fr William reported that the issue with the surplus vestments has not been resolved but he looked through the vestments and decided that they are too worn , and they should be disposed of  and the ones that are still in good condition need to be washed. Sue Carr offered to take care of it. 
Fr William also said that we should consider buying new vestments to have separate ones for weekend and weekday Masses. Deacon Lawrence will see to the disposal of the unwanted vestments.
ACTION: Fr William and Deacon Lawrence 
b) Item 5 h Safeguarding meeting in Jan/February. Sue and Jane completed 2 training sessions with the Diocese, and a parish safeguarding meeting date needs to be established.

ACTION: Fr William, Sue and Jane 

c) Item.6. Question 4 parish financial situation: Pauline reported that the issue was discussed at Finance Committee, and it was decided that Fr William will issue a formal invitation to Carol Lawrence to discuss the sustaining of the parish financial situation.

ACTION: Fr William

d) Item 6. Question 7 means of contacting Fr William. A standing item in the Newsletter has been introduced, informing the parishioners about means of contacting Fr William. 
e) Item 6. Question 8 priest greeting parishioners after Mass Pauline reminded again that the opportunity to greet priests after Mass is important and valued by parishioners.  Fr William agreed and clarified that this meant the  priest should go to the front of St Columba’s on a Sunday
ACTION: Fr William, Fr Peter

f) Item 6. Question 14 Communion under both kinds Deacon Lawrence suggested the need to investigate the logistics involved in the distribution of Holy Communion under both kinds. Deacon Lawrence offered to develop and present a system that could be implemented around April. Although this was later than hoped for it will be necessary to recruit and train new ministers. Secretaries were asked to provide Deacon Lawrence with updated EMs and Readers list. 

Fr William agreed that he would personally invite some parishioners. 
ACTION: Fr William, Deacon Lawrence, Eileen, Magdalena

g) Item 7 Chester Festival of the Bible Pauline praised all involved in the Bible Festival, especially Lyn Coyle and Deacon Lawrence who put a lot of effort in organising it. She reported that about 20 people from different churches attended. Regretfully, the display of the Bibles could not be left for the next day so that other parishioners could see them.

Deacon Lawrence said that the appearance of our church in the booklet was also important for ecumenical reasons.

h) Item 8. Retirement of headteacher  Arrangements are in hand
ACTION: Ann and Pauline

i) Item 9.  Live streaming of Mass Tim apologised for not moving forward with the issue of switching livestreaming of Mass to YouTube channel. He suggested testing it first to ensure  there would be no adverts during transmission. He agreed to Sue Carr’s suggestion of putting a link on the website 
ACTION: Tim
j) Item 9 Common Baptism form Fr William brought forward a Baptism application form provided by the Diocese. Some additional questions were added (such as the preferred location for the Baptism), and information about the donations. It was also suggested that the form should include the bank details for transfer payments.

ACTION: Eileen and Magdalena

k) Item 9. Meeting with Indian community.  Fr William said that date of the meeting with the Indian Community still needs to be arranged.

ACTION: Fr William and Magdalena

l) Item 9 New Key box Pauline apologised for not pushing this matter forward, but she will see to it shortly.

ACTION: Pauline

m) Item 9 Eco Church Project Ann reported that it was decided there is no place for a wildflower garden at St Theresa’s, but pursuing the idea of the ECO Church for the parish is good and we should look into it more closely. Ann offered to bring some leaflets. 
ACTION: Ann, Deacon Lawrence, Amy

n) There were no other matters arising from the minutes

	
	To receive and consider activity reports – attached to these minutes. 
(a) Children’s Liturgy

The Children’s Liturgy team would like to introduce a register with parents’ contact details to improve communication and integration. Deacon Lawrence suggested the safeguarding advice should be sought. 

Ann also suggested that the team could ask the parents what kind of social events they would like to take part in and organise. 

  b) Social Committee

   It was reported that last year’s Parish Christmas Party was poorly attended because many people thought it was not for them. It was suggested that there should be a highlighted item in the Newsletter about it.
Ann described the ‘’We’ve Got Talent’’ idea for a social event next Spring. Members of the parish (including our children and youth and from our Indian Community) would be invited to take part to show their skills in singing, playing an instrument, traditional dancing etc. 
    (c) Youth Group   
Amy  reported that one of the youngsters is completing the Faith in Action Award and she is very supportive and helpful to the Youth Group and that the team is trying to encourage the children to take more ownership of the group by helping to plan activities.
(d) Liturgy Group
It was reported that the Advent and Christmas Services Programme has been created. Eileen passed it to the communications group and Magdalena passed it to the Indian Community so that we could avoid the clash of services.

Deacon Lawrence said the date of the Epiphany is moved this year, but this needs to be double checked. He wondered if there is any guidance from the Diocese about the celebration procedures for the end of the Jubilee Year
(e) Communications Group
 Pauline reported the Friendship group was assisted by more volunteers.

Ann reported that parishioners are very pleased with the large print version of the Newsletter.
Anne also said that the Defibrillator Training date has been arranged. Pauline explained that you do not need training to operate the defibrillator, but some training can offer reassurance. As they are an emergency resource people cannot be nominated as operators. Good signing of their location should be implemented. 
(f) Outreach and SVP

Nothing to report.
(g) Churches Together in Upton
The Quiz Night was successful. 
In January there will be a Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in which St Columba’s has always been well involved. 

Buildings and maintenance St Theresa’s  

Eileen reported the new toilet has been fitted in the presbytery and the heating system is being serviced.
(h) Buildings and maintenance St Columba’s
Pauline reported that the skip has been hired to declutter storage space in the hall and the church and new shelves will be installed in the hall behind the stage. Storage is to be built in the altar servers sacristy and some of the furniture removed. 

(i) Finance Committee 

Pauline reported that Fr William, Colin, Magdalena and herself took part in a webinar about Dona Station payment terminals, and all agreed that we should implement this additional payment method at St Columba’s church. 

Pauline explained all the advantages especially regarding Gift Aid income and other benefits it could bring. It is hoped it will be installed in early December. 

(j) Safeguarding 
Sue and Jane took part in the diocesan safeguarding training in October.   The safeguarding morning would be organised in January or February for the whole parish led by Sue and Jane.
(k) Report from Fr William - Nothing to report.

	6.
	Date of 2026 AGM 
 Suggested date is 9th May. It is to be confirmed.  
ACTION: Magdalena

	7.
	Any other business.
Eileen reminded all that the 70th Anniversary of St Theresa’s will occur next year in September. 

St Theresa’s Presbytery is not an ideal place to have PC meetings due to lack of space on the small table. All PC meetings could take place in the Newman Room at St Columba’s if that was easier 

Carol Ingram said there is a new manager at the club and that it is worth discussing it with him if it would be possible to have the hall free of charge for the purpose of PC meetings. Fr William and Ann will investigate the matter.

	8.
	Date and time of next meeting.
Dates of forthcoming meetings were confirmed as follows:

· 7.00pm – Tuesday 20th January 2026, Presbytery, St Theresa’s.

· 7.00pm - Tuesday 3rd March, Newman Room, St Columba’s.

	9.
	The meeting concluded with a Blessing given by Fr Peter.
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